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Northwestern College 

Issues in American History: 

The PROGRESSIVE ERA and REFORM 
History 240-1, First Half, Spring Semester 2014 

(2 Credits) 
Professor: Douglas Firth Anderson Class Period: MWF, 8:55-9:55 a.m. 
Office, Phone, & E-mail: VPH 212, x7054, 
firth@nwciowa.edu 

Class Location: VPH 201 

Office hours: MWF, 2:10-3:10 p.m., or by appt. Student Assistant: Cassie Westpfahl  
Instructor’s web page: http://buffalodoug.wordpress.com  

Course LibGuide: http://nwciowa.libguides.com/americanhistory     
Course materials and grades available on Blackboard  

 

Physical escape from the embraces of evangelical religion did not mean moral escape.  From that 
religion my reason was never emancipated.  By it I was conformed to my generation and made to 
share its moral standards and ideals.  It was with difficulty that realism got lodgment in my mind; early 
assumptions as to virtue and vice, goodness and evil remained in my mind long after I had tried to 
discard them.  This is, I think, the most characteristic influence of my generation.  It explains the 
nature of our reforms, the regulatory legislation in morals and economics, our belief in men rather than 
in institutions and our messages to other peoples.  Missionaries and battleships, anti-saloon leagues 
and Ku Klux Klans, Wilson and Santo Domingo are all a part of that evangelistic psychology that makes 
America what she is. 

Frederic C. Howe, The Confessions of a Reformer (New York: Quadrangle, 1967; orig. ed. 1925), 16-17. 
 
COURSE INTRODUCTION 
 
Summary description: 
This course examines the origins, development, and ongoing legacy of a pivotal period of reformism in 
U.S. history: the Progressive era, 1890-1920. While the course will seek to provide an overview of the 
period, the reformism of the time will be the focus, through considering major reform figures such as 
William Jennings Bryan, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Jane Addams, and Eugene Debs, major 
events such as the presidential election of 1912 and the Great War, contemporary critics of reformism 
and American society such as American Indians, and some California cases of faith-based social reform. 
 
Course purpose: 
This is a lower-division course in history. It assumes some introductory familiarity with college-level 
critical reading, thinking, and writing about people, texts, and developments from the past. 
 
As a history course, it implements elements of Northwestern College’s “A Vision for Learning.” In what 
is studied as well as how it is studied, this course especially addresses the following aspects of “A 
Vision for Learning” for students: 

 Fostering competence in navigating and contributing to the world of ideas and information 
connected with the human past. 

 Pursuing truth faithfully in studying and understanding the past. 

mailto:firth@nwciowa.edu
http://buffalodoug.wordpress.com/
http://nwciowa.libguides.com/americanhistory
http://www.nwciowa.edu/about/vision-full
http://www.nwciowa.edu/about/vision-full
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 Developing a broad understanding of the historical interplay of different realms of knowledge 
and experience. 

 Fostering regarding all persons as made in the image of God and thus deserving of 
understanding, love, and justice. 

 
Course objectives: 
Given the general nature and purposes of this course as described above, particular objectives include 
the following: 

1. To build familiarity with the significant U.S. historical developments centered around the reform 
impulses of the Progressive era (1890-1920), since such reformism and developments have 
arguably shaped contemporary society and culture in ways that are still being weighed (e.g., 
"progressive," prohibition, woman's suffrage, social gospel, government regulation). 

2. To further develop skills in analytical reading, critical thinking and writing, oral discussion, and 
research through course assignments and activities beyond 100-level history courses, since 
such liberal arts skills are key tools for learning how, with the Apostle Paul, to "take every 
thought captive to obey Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). 

3. To further develop practice of historical method beyond 100-level history courses through 
attention to such issues as context, continuity and change, causation, moral judgment, and 
interpretation while engaged with course material, since historical method can be a tool for 
living “wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Mt. 10:16). 

4. To provide tools and opportunity for integrating a historical understanding of the significance of 
progressive reform in the U.S. with a maturing Christian perspective on faith and life, since "in 
[Christ] all things hold together" (Col. 1:17). 

REQUIRED READING 

 Anderson, Douglas Firth. “’A True Revival of Religion’: Protestants and the San Francisco Graft 
Prosecutions, 1906-1909.” Religion and American Culture 4 (1994): 25-49. Pdf on Blackboard. 

 ------. “‘An Active and Unceasing Campaign of Social Education’: J. Stitt Wilson and Herronite 
Socialist Christianity.” In Socialism and Christianity in Early Twentieth Century America, ed. 
Jacob H. Dorn. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1998. Pdf on Blackboard. 

 ------. “Presbyterians and the Golden Rule: the Christian Socialism of J.E. Scott of San 
Francisco.” American Presbyterians 67 (1989): 231-243. Pdf on Blackboard. 

 Flehinger, Brett[, ed.] The 1912 Election and the Power of Progressivism: A Brief History with 
Documents. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003.  ISBN 9780312260293 

 Hoxie, Frederick E., ed. Talking Back to Civilization: Indian Voices from the Progressive Era. 
Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. ISBN 9780312103859 

 James, D. Clayton and Anne Sharp Wells. America and the Great War, 1914-1920. Wheeling, IL: 
Harlan Davidson, 1998. ISBN 9780882959443 

 Kazin, Michael. A Godly Hero: The Life of William Jennings Bryan. New York: Anchor Books, 
2007.  ISBN 9780385720564 
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COURSE OUTLINE OF DAILY TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 

 

DATE (MWF) CLASS TOPIC and/or ASSIGNMENT DUE READING TO BE DONE 
for class day 

Jan. 8 COURSE INTRODUCTION   

Jan. 10 Progressive Era & Reform I  Flehinger, pp. 21-33 

Jan. 13 Progressive Era & Reform II  Kazin, pp. xiii-79 

Jan. 15 Populist Democracy  Kazin, pp. 80-141 

Jan. 17 WEB 2.0 INTRODUCTION/ 
Reforming America’s Politics  

 Kazin, pp. 142-214 

Jan. 20 Talking Back I  Hoxie, pp. vii-65 

Jan. 22 Talking Back II  Hoxie, pp. 66-122 

Jan. 24 Talking Back III  Hoxie, pp. 123-181 

Jan. 27 Progressive Reform in California  Anderson articles 

Jan. 29 STUDY DAY (No class)   

Jan. 31 ARTICLE REPORTS   

Feb. 3 The 1912 Election I  Flehinger, pp. vii-20, 34-
62 

Feb. 5 The 1912 Election II  Flehinger, pp. 65-124 

Feb. 7 The 1912 Election III  Flehinger, pp. 125-184 

Feb. 10 The Apotheosis of Progressive Reform  Kazin, pp. 215-261 

Feb. 12 DAY of LEARNING in COMMUNITY (DLC; no class)  

Feb. 14 The Great War I  James & Wells, pp. 1-58 

Feb. 17 The Great War II  James & Wells, pp. 59-98 

Feb. 19 The Decline & Endurance of Progressive Reform  Kazin, pp. 262-306 

Feb. 21 WEB 2.0 work  

Feb. 24 PRESENTATION OF WEB SITE  

Feb. 26 STUDY DAY (No class)  

Feb. 28 FINAL   

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

A. A reading EXAM will constitute 35% of the course grade. 

1. An exam covering course reading will be given in class on Fri., Feb. 28. 
2. The exam will each comprise two essay questions to be written in class. 
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3. For each exam, a study sheet (of three or four questions) will be distributed a week ahead of 
the exam. 

4. On the exam day, no textbooks or other course material should be used during the exam (on 
penalty of voiding the entire exam) except for one 8 ½ x 11 inch exam sheet of outlines and 
notes (typed or handwritten, both sides if necessary).  This exam sheet must be handed in with 
the exam blue book. 

5. Blue books will be required for each exam.  (These are available in the NWC bookstore.) 

B. An ARTICLE REPORT will constitute 20% of the course grade. 

1. A report on a scholarly article about some aspect of progressive reform is due on Jan. 31 (Fri.).   
2. Each article reported on is up to each student, so long as the choice meets all the following 

guidelines: 

 it is from a peer-reviewed history journal (i.e., usually a quarterly, and with foot- or 
endnotes) 

 it is not on William Jennings Bryan (we have a lot of reading on him already) 
 it is directly related to some aspect of progressive reform, that is, it is about a reformer, a 

reform issue, a reform organization or movement, etc., during the Progressive era, ca. 
1890-1920.  If in doubt about whether an article meets the guidelines, please check with 
the instructor.  

3. The report is to be in two forms, written and oral. 
4. The written report should be 1-2 pp., typed, single spaced, with a header containing your 

name, the due date, your RSC box number, and the author, title, and source of the article, e.g., 
Douglas Firth Anderson. "'A True Revival of Religion': Protestants and the San Francisco Graft 
Prosecutions, 1906-1909." Religion and American Culture 4 (1994): 25-49. 

5. The written report should concisely provide 

a) a one-to-three sentence statement of the article's main argument, 
b) a two-to-four paragraph summary of the main points made in the article, and 
c) one or two paragraphs critically engaging the article and relating it to the course's topic of 
progressive reform. 

6. Enough copies of the written report should be made so that the instructor and all class 
members have a copy of it at the beginning of the class for which it is assigned. 

7. The written report is the basis for an oral report to the class (to be presented on the class day 
assigned).  The oral report should present parts a), b), and c) of the written report, with any 
appropriate elaborations, quotations, and illustrations, in seven to ten minutes, followed by a 
few minutes of class discussion.  The total time for each oral report should be around 15 
minutes.  (These times are subject to adjustment depending on the number of students in the 
course.) 

8. Evaluation of the report (written and oral) will include the following factors: 1) how completely 
and well are all of the formal specifications above met? 2) how clear and coherent are the two 
forms of the report? 3) how accurately, thoughtfully, and insightfully is the chosen article 
understood, engaged, and then related to progressive reform? 
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C. A WEB PAGE on PROGRESSIVE ERA IOWA will constitute 35% of the course grade. 

1. Project task: Students will research, write, design, and launch a web site on WordPress.com: 
Talking To or Talking Past Each Other? Woodrow Wilson, the Society of American Indians, and 
Progressive Era Iowa. 

2. Project goal: To create a public website that will accurately and helpfully introduce and set in 
historical and cultural context two Progressive era Iowa events: Woodrow Wilson’s 1912 Sioux 
City speech (Flehringer, pp. 127-129) and the Society of American Indians 1916 annual 
convention in Cedar Rapids (Hoxie, pp. 114-115). 

3. This will be a group project. All students are expected to participate, and the grade given for 
the project will be the grade all students receive.  

4. In addition to the instructor, technical and research support will be supplied by Ramaker Library 
staff Tim Schlak (tim.schlak@nwciowa.edu) and Greta Grond (ggrond@nwciowa.edu). 

5. Essential materials: 

 Course readings, especially Flehringer and Hoxie. 
 Dorothy Schwieder, Iowa: The Middle Land (Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1996), F621 

S38 1996. 

 Full text of Wilson speech, at 
http://www.archive.org/stream/crossroadsoffree007728mbp/crossroadsoffree007728mbp_dj
vu.txt. 

 Full Society of American Indians 1916 convention proceedings in The American Indian 
Magazine, v. 4, pp. 209 ff, at 
http://books.google.com/books?id=KD8SAAAAYAAJ&dq=american%20indian%20magazine
%204&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=american%20indian%20magazine%204&f=false. 

 Wikimedia Commons for pictures: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page.  

6. Minimum content for web guide:1 

 An introduction that includes concise summaries of progressivism in general also in Iowa. 
 The Wilson Sioux City speech, with historical introduction and explanation. 
 The Society of American Indians Cedar Rapids convention, with historical introduction and 

explanation. 

 Some critical comparison of the two events in regard to what they suggest about a) 
progressivism and b) Iowa society and culture at the time. While this aspect should include 
prose, it may also include other forms, e.g., maps, charts, questions, etc. 

 Photographs, maps, charts, graphs as relevant. 
 A bibliography (in Chicago Style) of sources. 

7. Due Date: Class time, Feb. 24.  
8. Project presentation and final materials: 

 The completed website will be presented in class by the students on Mon., Feb. 24. 
 In addition to the website, each student will hand in (an e-copy via My NWC) on Feb. 24 a 

2-page reflection on the project. This written reflection should contain a) a summary of the 
student’s participation in the project and reflections on the most important thing(s) learned 

                                                 
1 Original online text for this entire project should fall somewhere between 1,500 and 3,000 words. 

mailto:tim.schlak@nwciowa.edu
mailto:ggrond@nwciowa.edu
http://www.archive.org/stream/crossroadsoffree007728mbp/crossroadsoffree007728mbp_djvu.txt
http://www.archive.org/stream/crossroadsoffree007728mbp/crossroadsoffree007728mbp_djvu.txt
http://books.google.com/books?id=KD8SAAAAYAAJ&dq=american%20indian%20magazine%204&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=american%20indian%20magazine%204&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=KD8SAAAAYAAJ&dq=american%20indian%20magazine%204&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=american%20indian%20magazine%204&f=false
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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about b) the Progressive era and/or Iowa and c) Web 2.0. The written reflections will 
provide further material for discussion in addition to the website itself. 

9. The most important factors for evaluating the project include how well the website 

 meets the specifications for content in #6 above 
 is researched 
 is written 

 is the fruit of effective, balanced teamwork (including 2-page written reflections) 
 provides a thoughtful, critical, and user-friendly web site on the topic. 

D. CLASS PARTICIPATION will constitute 10% of the course grade. 

1. Class participation is a portion of the grade based on the instructor’s estimation of the integrity 
of each student’s timely engagement with the course material and the classroom environment. 

2. Part of the material on which this portion of the grade will be based will be various brief written 
assignments (e.g., developing questions about or reflecting on course material).  A record of 
the assignments and their general sufficiency will be kept (i.e., pass/not pass). 

3. Another part of the material on which this portion of the grade will be based will be an 
assessment of the overall consistency and quality of each student's attentiveness and 
involvement in the course.  Attentiveness and involvement include discussion, listening, and 
note-taking.  Talkativeness is not the standard, though, any more than is silence.  Rather, the 
goal for each student is an overall consistent engagement with the material of the course in 
class, which, while allowing for differences in personalities and variety in class sessions, could 
by a reasonable observer at the end of the course be deemed, if exceptional, "excellent" or at 
least "good." 

4. When appropriate, the instructor is prepared to be flexible with occasional student scheduling 
problems, but the instructor must be consulted.  “Exceptions” are not an entitlement. 

COURSE MISCELLANY 

1. Laptops, Smart phones, cellphones, and other electronic-digital devices 

1. The classroom is primarily a place for learning. Learning demands attentiveness. For learning’s sake, turn 
off all electronic devices that might otherwise distract you or others. 

2. Using laptops is fine for note taking. If one or more laptops prove to be distracting, however, the 

instructor reserves the right to forbid their use in class. 
3. During exams, no electronic-digital devices, please!  

2. Late Written Assignments 

1. All assignments are due in class or by class time as stated in the syllabus or announced in class (papers 
are due before midnight of the specified day). 

2. Exceptions for illness, approved field trips, regularly scheduled games or performances, or other reasons 

outside the control of the student can be made, but it is up to the student to petition the instructor for 
such legitimate exceptions. 

3. If an assignment is handed in late and without a legitimate exception, it will normally receive a penalty of 

at least one full grade down from whatever score the work merits apart from the penalty.  If an 
assignment is over a week late, it will be penalized by a markdown of at least two full grades. 
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3. Academic Honesty 

1. It is expected that all reading and written work done in and for the course will be done with integrity.  

That is, reading and writing as assigned is to be done with honest single-mindedness by each student, 
without undue reliance on others to do the work and without deceit about the work's timeliness, 

authorship, and sources.  Integrity of this sort is not easy or convenient; it does not provide shortcuts or 

guarantee "As."  Yet it is the best path to growth in wisdom, and wisdom is the fruit of education most to 
be savored. 

2. Academic dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism, as defined in the Student and Faculty Handbooks. 
3. Cheating in exams, plagiarizing in papers, and other forms of academic dishonesty, will, when duly 

determined, lead to a "0" score for the assignment involved and the filing of a report with the Academic 

Dean (VPAA), per the Student and Faculty Handbooks. 

4. Grading 

1. We the faculty of the History Department do not believe that "grade inflation" is good for you. Jesus 

admonishes us to "Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or 'No, No'" (Mt. 5:37); in other words, let grades have 
integrity as indicators of knowledge and/or competence for a given assignment or course. 

2. Therefore, an A=excellent or outstanding work; B=good work (more than adequate but not excellent); 
C=sufficient work (the assignment or the course’s requirements have been met, but not with any 

remarkable quality); D=insufficient work (does not fully meet the assignment); F=failing work. 

3. Grades for assignments and for the course as a whole are based on a 100% scale, as follows: 

  A = 90-100 B = 80-89 C = 70-79 D = 60-69 F = 0-59 

4. Within the 100% scale for letter grades, + and - will be given on the following scale (exceptions: no A+ 
or F + or F-): 

    + = x7-x9 - = x0-x2         

5. Remember--grades are NOT a measure of your personal worth; that is already established by God! 
Grades are measures of the quality of your work for a given assignment and/or course--nothing more and 

nothing less. 

5. Further Help 

 You should be able to handle this course with sufficient time and attention. After all, other students have. 

However, if you run into problems, DON'T HESITATE TO ASK FOR HELP: me, my student assistant, folks 
in the Writing Center. 

 In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

NWC will provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who 
have a documented disability that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet 

course requirements. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact both their instructor and the 

college disability service provider (John Menning; john.menning@nwciowa.edu) to discuss their individual 
needs and accommodations. 

mailto:john.menning@nwciowa.edu

